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difficulties until March 22, when its stores had run out
and it withdrew from the front, taking Holmes. Through-
out this period the Emperor was negotiating with the
Galla chiefs who headed the shifta bands of the neigh-
bourhood.
They would come into his cave, below which could
be heard the song of the sewing machines, and receive
from him new clothes and money for their return to
loyalty.
Striped shirts, mantles and newly-tailored trousers are
an esteemed combination among the shiftas of Lake Ashangi.
They handed in hundreds of rifles which they had received
from the Italians.
The planes droned over every day. On March 5 two fell
into Lake Ashangi. Another was downed on March 14,
and the Ethiopians claimed two more between March 23
and March 25. They were flying lower now.
One, we were told in Addis, fell to the Emperor's Oerlikon.
The Dutch, too, withdrew with the British Red Cross.
The last Europeans on the Ethiopian side went up to the
cave to say good-bye to the grave-faced Emperor. They
could do no more for him. At that symbolic moment he
must have felt his abandonment by the West.
The only white man who stayed with him was Konova-
lofF, the White Russian without a passport and without a
country.
His army was left without medical aid, except for a young
Ethiopian doctor who was related to the Emperor.
! After all the promises of the West, all the Articles of the
Covenant, all the speeches of Sir Samuel Hoare and M.
Laval, all the protestations at the British General Elec-
tion, that was what the West left with the Emperor of
Ethiopia. A landless refugee, and the medical training of
one Ethiopian.
It had done more for the other side, for it had given
them the scientific means and the time to break his
heart. They knew well enough, although they called
him a barbarian, that he was sensitive to other people's
suffering.
Holmes arrived in Addis with the Unit in the evening

